
Hyperledger Annual TSC Election, 2017-2018 
 

Candidates (listed alphabetically by first name) 
 

1. Arnaud Le Hors (IBM) 
2. Baohua Yang (Oracle) 
3. Bas van Oostveen (OMI - Open Music Initiative) 
4. Binh Nguyen (IBM) 
5. Christopher Ferris (IBM)  
6. Clive Boulton (Requirements Working Group Lead) 
7. Dan Middleton (Intel) 
8. David Dornseifer (SAP) 
9. Frank Han (AnyChain) 
10. Fyodor Muratov (Yandex)  
11. Greg Haskins (State Street Bank) 
12. Hart Montgomery (Fujitsu) 
13. James Mitchell (Bitwise IO) 
14. Jason Yellick (IBM) 
15. Jonathan Levi (HACERA) 
16. Kathryn Harrison (IBM) 
17. Kelly Olson (Intel) 
18. Mark Wagner (Red Hat)  
19. Mic Bowman (Intel) 
20. Nao Nishijima (Hitachi) 
21. Nathan George (Evernym) 
22. Nikhil Chawla (Student Intern) 
23. Nikolay Yushkevich (Soramitsu) 
24. Pardha Vishnumolakala (DTCC) 
25. Peter Schwarz (Bitwise IO) 
26. Prabhat Kashyap (Knoldus Software LLP) 
27. Ram Jagadeesan (Cisco) 
28. Richard Brown (R3) 
29. Shawn Amundson (Bitwise IO) 
30. Stan Liberman (CME) 
31. Troy Ronda (SecureKey) 
32. Vipin Bharathan (BNP Paribas)  

 



Arnaud Le Hors (IBM) 
 
I'd like to nominate myself for the election. Here is my bio/pitch: 
 
Arnaud is Senior Technical Staff Member (STSM) Web & Blockchain Open Technologies at IBM. He has 
been working on Open Technologies for over 20 years, involving standards and open source 
development. 
 
Arnaud was a staff member of the W3C and the X Consortium and has represented IBM in several 
standards and open source organizations for many years. Arnaud has been involved in every aspect of 
the Open Technologies development process. This includes the technical, strategic, political, and legal 
aspects. Arnaud was editor of several key Web specifications including HTML and DOM and was 
involved in high profile open source projects such as Xerces, the Apache XML parser, and the X Window 
System. Arnaud made his first steps in Open Source in 1990 with the release of the XPM library which is 
still in use today! 
Arnaud is currently the main representative for IBM at W3C, a contributor to Hyperledger Fabric, and a 
member of the Hyperledger Project TSC. 
 
This rich background in Open Technologies makes Arnaud an ideal candidate for the TSC. Arnaud is 
easy to work with and knows how to bring people together. Since his initial contributions to the TSC with 
the development of the Code of Conduct, Project Lifecycle, and Incubation Exit Criteria Arnaud has 
remained a steady participant of the TSC throughout the year and would be honored to serve again. 
Arnaud has become a representative for the project giving presentations at meetups in cities such as San 
Francisco and Brussels, international conferences such as the recent Money2020 Europe in 
Copenhagen, as well as meetings with prospective or new members. Arnaud also contributes to the 
Fabric project with improvements to the documentation, code changes to fix bugs and to ensure the 
system runs on Windows as well as addressing community member questions. 
Arnaud's goal is for the Hyperledger Project to not merely be successful technically but be successful as 
a true Open Source project with an active, vibrant, and diverse community. 
 
Thank you. 
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Baohua Yang (Oracle) 
  
I’d like to nominate myself – Baohua Yang, Oracle – to serve on the Hyperledger Technical Steering 
Committee. 
  
I'm glad to have been contributing into Hyperledger projects and community since the beginning of the 
foundation. Now I'm the lead maintainer of the Hyperledger Cello and Hyperledger fabric-sdk-py projects, 
and core designer and contributor of the Hyperleger fabric project. In order to promote Hyperledger 
technologies and grow the community more widely, I also serve as the chair-person of the Hyperledger 
Technical Working Group in China. Besides, I have contributed in various Open-Source projects (e.g., 
OpenStack and OpenDaylight). All these experiences make me an enthusiast of Open Source 
technologies and Open Source culture. I believe that Open Source technologies will be increasingly 
important in order to help make our daily life better and more efficient. 
  
Due to my excellent technical and communication capability, well established leadership in the community 
I was hired by Oracle in Aug. 2017 as the principle architect to take a critical technical leadership role in 
Oracle’s new initiative of cloud service using blockchain technology. We expect to help improve and 
promote Hyperledger techniques in terms of code contribution, adoptions, documentation, training and 
other activities. 
  
As a highly experience R&D staff, I have been linked into the architecture, design, algorithm and system 
optimization areas for over 10 years, with leading the design and implementation of enterprise solutions 
and solving key technical challenges. Meanwhile, I have published 10s of articles in top-quality 
international conference and journals (e.g., IEEE INFOCOM, IEEE Transactions on Computers), with 
several technical books and patents. I have served as TPC member for numbers of conferences and 
journals. 
  
All these rich background and skills on distributed system, networking and Cloud technologies, with 
Open-Source projects and community experience, make me an appropriate candidate for the TSC. 
  
My goal to serve as a TSC member is to not merely help Hyperledger project become more mature 
technically, but also help Hyperledger technologies be adopted in more business scenarios, with an active 
and diverse ecosystem of Open-Source collaborations. 
  
Thanks a lot for your consideration! 
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Bas van Oostveen (OMI - Open Music Initiative) 
 
I would like to submit my nomination for the TSC. 
 
Bio / Statement: 
 
Name: Bas van Oostveen 
Country: The Netherlands 
 
Background in development, security and automation. Been participating in open source projects and the 
hacker, maker and hacker space communities for the past 20 years. For the last year I have been 
involved with the OMI - Open Music Initiative trying to make life better in the music industry. 
 
I see Blockchains as a new chapter in the internet age; doing for trust, identity, currency and data storage 
at large what HTML (or TCP/IP so you will) did for information exchange and linking previously.  
 
Not only as a protocol, storage or means of communication but also to inspire openness, open 
protocols/systems, transparancy and an inclusive technological world. 
 
My vision for Hyperledger is ultimately to provide a foundation for building and researching blockchain 
systems, interoperability in the blockchain space and it's related tooling for developers, users and entire 
industries alike. 
 
From this perspective I would like to help Hyperledger be successful. 
 
https://github.com/trbs/  
 
With kind regards, 
 
Bas van Oostveen 
(Trbs) 
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Binh Nguyen (IBM) 
 
My name is Binh Nguyen. I am a current TSC member, and I wish to continue my TSC service to the 
community. I have been the chief architect and an active maintainer of Hyperledger Fabric, a contributing 
member of the architecture and identity working groups, and more importantly, I've been promoting 
Hyperledger Project in all of my public engagement, including presentation at conferences and blogging. 
As the founder of the open source project (Open Blockchain) that eventually became the initial code base 
of Hyperledger Fabric, I have been working passionately with our community to shape what is now the 
first project to graduate from incubation under the Hyperledger Project. I am so grateful to work alongside 
with many talented developers and architects from many different companies, and I am looking forward to 
helping other projects graduate from incubation (I have the experience now :-) 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
- Binh  
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Christopher Ferris (IBM) 
 
I’d like to nominate myself – Christopher Ferris, IBM – to continue to serve on the Hyperledger Technical 
Steering Committee. 
  
For those of you who do not know me, I’m an IBM Distinguished Engineer, and IBM’s CTO for Open 
Technology. I have overall technical responsibility for all of IBM’s open technology initiatives (open source 
and open standards), and with the other Cloud CTO’s, set technical strategy for the IBM Cloud Division.  I 
also provide technical leadership to a large team of open source developers working on projects ranging 
from OpenStack to Kubernetes, Docker and Node.js. 
  
I’ve been involved in the architecture, design and engineering of distributed systems for most of my 37+ 
years in the IT industry. I have also been actively engaged in open source and open standards 
development since 1999. 
  
I have served on the Hyperledger TSC as chair for the first six months, helping to get the project off to a 
successful start. I was honored to be have your support in last year’s TSC election, to continue to serve 
as chair for the first full year term. I worked to encourage broad and diverse participation. I encouraged 
the development of a code of conduct, project proposal template, project life-cycle, exit criteria and more. 
I have also been a champion for establishing a solid continuous integration toolchain, hosted by the LF. I 
have also been actively working on development of the Hyperledger Fabric project as a contributor and 
maintainer. 
  
I have previously chaired a number of open standards working groups, including the joint UN/OASIS 
ebXML Message Service Working Group, Web Services Interoperability (WS-I) Basic Profile Working 
Group, W3C Web Services Architecture Working Group, W3C XML Protocol Working Group (SOAP), and 
have participated in numerous technical committees at OASIS (oasis-open.org) including the Web 
Services Reliable Messaging TC which was tasked with establishing the WS-Reliable Messaging 
specification, that I originally co-authored with a colleague from Microsoft, as an OASIS Standard. I have 
also served as an elected member of the OASIS Technical Advisory Board.  I served as IBM’s Director on 
the Cloud Foundry Foundation Board of Directors after having worked over a year with my colleagues 
from Pivotal to help get the Cloud Foundry Foundation’s open governance model defined and 
established, and working collaboratively to grow the community. 
  
I believe that I have the technical breadth, depth, experience and temperament necessary to help keep 
the Hyperledger project on a steady and continuously improved course following its solid start and am 
committed to growing a diverse and vibrant development community. 
  
@cbf (rocketchat) 
ChristpherFerris (LFID) 
@christo4ferris 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chrisfer 
https://developer.ibm.com/opentech/author/chrisfer/ 
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Clive Boulton (Requirements Working Group Lead) 
  
Accomplished in software company R&D. Designed, built, shipped a succession of SaaS/ERP products 
and app ecosystem, founded start-ups. Now consulting products engineer with full spectrum teams 
developing web-scale business systems. Making community contributions to accelerate the Hyperledger 
blockchain project for crypto-commerce. Interested in helping dovetail requirements with technical 
steering committee to help finance, supply chain and other distributed ledger projects scale well. 
  
Also an organizer of GDG (Google Developer Groups) and the Seattle Scalability(distributed systems 
meetup). Tracking the agoric computing work of Mark S Miller in JavaScript at TC39. 
  
Why vote for Clive? 
  
I really enjoy producing tools and communications to foster the Hyperledger project. Developing detailed 
use cases from industry practitioners and shepherding the documents through the collaboration peer 
review to arrive at expert consensus takes yeoman's work. I like to interface  our use cases to other 
working groups such as identity and architecture. These activities I’m sure make the requirements 
working group and more effective. Being a member of TSC I can help more. 
  
Thanks 
clive.bouton@gmail.com 
Linuxfoundation.org/cliveb  
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cliveboulton/  
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Dan Middleton (Intel) 
  
Dan is a founding maintainer of Hyperledger Sawtooth.He has been active throughout Hyperledger from 
an appointed seat on the Governing Board to an elected seat on the TSC. He is also active in 
workgroups, hackfests, meetups, and technical discussions generally. 
 
Dan is committed to responsible governance so that Hyperledger stands out as a reliable source for 
production blockchain technologies. As a member of the TSC in this coming term, Dan would like to drive 
a greater role for the TSC in technical excellence. While sharpening our focus in technical execution, he 
would also like to expand our inclusiveness to attract and recognize the breadth of innovation in the 
blockchain ecosystem. 
  
  
Dan joined Intel in 2000 to work on emerging web and distributed systems technologies. His early 
accomplishments include optimizations of matching engines for major stock exchanges and multi-tier 
system designs at a variety of financial institutions. Working with industry consortia in 2007, Dan led 
Intel’s contributions on a privacy preserving network leveraging proof of work and anonymous credentials. 
Since 2009, Dan has incubated new business ventures within Intel.  
  
Thanks, 
Dan 
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David Dornseifer (SAP) 
 
I, David Dornseifer, would like to nominate myself to be part of the TSC for Hyperledger. Within SAP’s 
Innovation Center, located in Palo Alto, I am working as a backend software engineer on the SAP 
Blockchain Project. In particular, I’m focusing on the Hyperledger integration into SAP Cloud Platform. 
The main objective of this project is to make sure, that SAP’s customers have easy access Hyperleger via 
SAP Cloud Platform. 
 
At SAP, I have been involved in the blockchain strategy for several years now. The Hyperledger project, 
because of its enterprise focus, caught my attention directly and I started to implement our first use cases 
using Fabric 0.6 what worked out really well. I was even more enthusiastic when I learned about the 
changes that would be introduced in version 1.0. In particular the decision to use a Kafka cluster to sync 
several orderers in a Hyperledger network, since that this enables a high transaction throughput and 
enables many use cases that are not possible on nowadays public blockchain networks. 
 
Besides being involved in strategic discussions about Blockchain in SAP and also about how SAP can 
make use of and in particular contribute to the Hyperledger Project, I stared to contribute to the 
‘fabric-sdk-py’ project. The reason for that is that I have a passion for open source software and the 
Python programming language in general. Furthermore, I think that a variety of well-maintained 
Fabric-SDKs will push the adoption rate of Hyperledger Fabric even more. For the ‘fabric-sdk-py’ I also 
got elected as a repository maintainer. 
 
With an election to the TSC I would be able to support the Hyperledger Project even more. It would give 
me the opportunity to bring in my technical skills and my business knowledge that has sharply been 
honed in the SAP Silicon Valley work environment. It would furthermore allow me to bring in my passion 
for open source software and the Hyperledger project, as the number one enterprise blockchain project, 
in particular. 
 
It would be a great honor to be elected into the TSC for the Hyperledger project with such 
disruptive potential. 
 
All the best, 
David 
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Frank Han (AnyChain)  
 
I worked in IBM Tivoli for 5 year at the Cloud Team, focused on the infrastructure work like cloud 
architecture, development, devops and so on. During which I and my team joined the OpenStack 
community and contribute to it, most of my work was on nova, and the automation deployment scripts, it 
is a great community that people from all over the word can work on same thing and make it better and 
better. 
 
After leaving IBM, I still work on the cloud computing industry, until the latter half of 2015, I found the 
promising blockchain technology and start chasing it. I played with fabric when it was first open-sourced 
by IBM, named as open-chain. 
 
I continuously followed Hyperledger community after it was founded, started from fabric v0.6, our team 
take Hyperledger Fabric as the blockchain infrastructure for our customer POC and solutions, including 
bank's digital asset solutions(BOC), and the Financial Bureau's Regtech for P2P lending business. We 
did some design and  development work(deployment, integration, monitoring, benchmark, messaging and 
so on) based on fabric v1.0 (and other hyperledger  
components like sdk) to make it easier for us to integration blockchain with customer's existing business. 
 
So for me and our team, we need to continuously operate fabric as a stable environment, and will 
continuously follow, and contribute to the Hyperledger community. I can arrange my time to support the 
community work, and contribute my experience, resource, customer feedback's back to hyperledger 
community. 
 
Thanks again for the opportunity. 
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Fyodor Muratov (Yandex)  
 
My name is Fyodor Muratov and I am a maintainer of Iroha project. 
I would like to participate nomination in TSC election. 
 
Short bio: 
Fyodor Muratov, is a leading engineer in Iroha team, who has solid background in software development 
of complex and distrubuted systems. His academic insterest is related to software architecture, graph 
mining, graph theory, parallel programming, distributed systems, cluster testing. He was a member of 
Data Science lab in Innopolis University in Russia, and produced several papers for topics mentioned 
above. 
 
His overall experience of development is 5 years, and he was solving problems from diverse domains 
such as CAD, hardware, machine learning, voice recognition, caching, and mobile applications. 
In TSC he can be helpful to deliver technical vision of Iroha community, as he is acting in role of team 
leader in maintainers team. 
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Greg Haskins (State Street Bank) 
 
Greg is a Distinguished Engineer and Global Blockchain Lead for State Street Bank, current TSC 
member, a top contributor and maintainer of Fabric, and the primary author of Fabric-Chaintool. Greg has 
a background in cryptography and distributed systems and wouldlike to have the opportunity to continue 
shaping the technical direction of the Hyperledger Project for the 2017-2018 session. Greg  holds an MS 
in Electrical and Computer Engineering from Worcester Polytechnic Institute. 
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Hart Montgomery (Fujitsu) 
 
Hi everyone!   A little bit about me:  I’m a research scientist in cryptography at Fujitsu Laboratories of 
America (FLA).  I work on a number of different aspects of crypto (and applications of crypto) including 
blockchain, crypto for the blockchain, lattice (post-quantum) cryptography, and cryptographic primitives. 
Prior to FLA, I did a Ph.D. at Stanford in crypto under Dan Boneh.  
  
As far as Hyperledger goes, I’ve had the good luck to have been involved since almost the beginning. 
Among other things, I’ve been on the TSC since the startup phase and have been the chair of the 
whitepaper working group for almost the last year.  In the future, I’m planning to continue working on the 
crypto/security aspects of Hyperledger through whatever venues seem appropriate. 
  
Due to the fact that security is absolutely paramount for many Hyperledger applications, I think it’s 
important that there exists a strong crypto/security presence in the Hyperledger community, including the 
TSC.  Even if your preferred slate does not include me, please strongly consider voting for at least some 
people with strong security and cryptography backgrounds.  Thanks for your time. 
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James Mitchell (Bitwise IO) 
  
James Mitchell is a founding Sawtooth Maintainer and core architect. James has years of domain 
experience in FSI leveraged in the Sawtooth Bond transaction family https://01.org/sawtooth/bond.html. 
  
James would bring valuable architecture understanding to the TSC focused on distributed ledger 
fundamentals and consensus on state. 
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Jason Yellick (IBM) 
 
My name is Jason Yellick, and I'd like to be considered as a nominee for the Hyperledger Technical 
Steering Committee. 
  
In 2015, I joined IBM's Open Blockchain project which, after the formation of the Linux Foundation 
Hyperledger project, has transformed to become the Hyperledger Fabric.  My chief area of interest, and 
the focus of my development, has been in the implementation of consensus protocols for blockchains. 
For v0.5/v0.6 of the Hyperledger Fabric, I worked with other talented developers and researchers to 
implement the PBFT consensus protocol.  For the v1.0+ release of Fabric, I have taken the lessons 
learned from v0.5/v0.6 to help design an architecture capable of accommodating both BFT and CFT 
consensus types in a simple pluggable way. 
  
Beyond the specific concerns of consensus development, I have been an active contributor to the Fabric 
codebase and was elected to the Fabric maintainers in 2016.  Since then, I have endeavored to continue 
to be a positive member of the community, helping new contributors become involved in Hyperledger and 
helping users better understand blockchain technology. 
  
Thank you for considering me for the Hyperledger TSC. 
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Jonathan Levi (HACERA) 
 
I would like to nominate myself - Jonathan Levi, HACERA, “The Most Significant Bits” to join the 
Hyperledger Technical Steering Committee. 
 
I am a very hands-on computer scientist, applied cryptographer and a mathematician who over the years 
specialized in building large scale, mission critical systems that had to be scalable, secure and accurate. 
 
Have spent many years working on/with military grade cryptography (“crypto”) both in the army, 
afterwards and @ Cisco Systems, and up until a year ago I worked for 6 months @ IBM Research, 
Almaden. Have also spent just as much time in the financial sector (“finance”), Standard & Poor’s, 
Barclays Capital, Goldman Sachs and over the last 4 years I worked with several blockchain technology 
stacks. From Bitcoin core, to Ethereum (helped to build the first Ethereum class while I was at Stanford 
University) and over the last 18 months I switched my focus more to Enterprise Blockchains. 
 
I was nominated to become the first independent maintainer of Hyperledger Fabric back in July 2016 and 
was the co-release manager of Hyperledger Fabric 1.0. 
 
Over the last year, I worked to be a good ambassador not just of Hyperledger Fabric, but of Hyperledger 
in general and its various project (and participants). 
 
I believe that I have the technical breadth, depth, experience I am bringing with me will be highly valuable 
across Hyperledger. 
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Kathryn Harrison (IBM) 
 
I would like to nominate myself- Kathryn Harrison, IBM- to serve on the Hyperledger Technical Steering 
Committee. 
  
I have gotten involved with Hyperledger over the last year as a product manager on the IBM Blockchain 
Platform team and the community advocate and product lead for Hyperledger Composer.   I have overall 
responsibility for the developer experience within IBM Blockchain and am really passionate about making 
it easier for developers to learn the core concepts of blockchain, build blockchain applications and 
transform industries with blockchain with simple tools and frameworks. 
  
I’ve built my career by taking new technologies and making them understanding and impactful to new 
industries and geographies. Over the last six months, I initiated an effort to survey the developer 
community to better understand the technical community that is contributing to, developing on and 
interested in Hyperledger technologies. For the Hyperledger Technical Steering Committee, I am really 
excited t be part of the next phase of integration and collaboration across the projects. I am confident that 
Hyperledger will emerge as the only, truly open-governed community in the blockchain space to deliver 
on the needs of regulated enterprise. . 
  
I have a couple of ideas that I would like to pursue which include: 
  
1)    Establish hacking sessions separate from the quarterly hackfests to bring more technical talent and 
energy into the community. 
2)    Partner with Code for America and other civic minded technology organizations to accelerate adoption 
and usage of Hyperledger technology 
3)    Drive skill development and adoption around Hyperledger to bring in new, untapped developers 
  
I have coauthored numerous white papers on technical topics including Hyperledger Composer, IBM 
Blockchain Platform, and payment systems in Turkey. 
  
Outside my work at IBM, I enjoy participating in civic hackathons, running slowly, eating multi-course 
meals and traveling on ships. I serve on the Lauder Advisory Council to the Lauder Institute at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 
  
I feel that I can bring a fresh new perspective to take the Hyperledger TSC to the next level of innovation 
and technical excellence. 
  
Kathryn Harrison 
Twitter: KathrynHarrisn 
Linkedin: www.linkedin.com/kathrynannharrison 
Kathryn.harrison@gmail.com 
Rocketchat: kathrynharrison 
  
  

16 

http://www.linkedin.com/kathrynannharrison
http://www.linkedin.com/kathrynannharrison


Kelly Olson (Intel) 
  
Kelly Olson has been actively involved in the Hyperledger project since its inception. He was instrumental 
in its foundation and regularly participates on the HL marketing committee. He has been working in the 
blockchain space for the past four years, and currently serves as the Director of Distributed Ledger 
Technology at Intel Corporation. Kelly has extensive familiarity with a variety of enterprise blockchain 
implementations, and is currently driving research and implementation involving the use of advanced 
cryptography and trusted execution environments to improve the privacy and confidentiality of blockchain 
transactions 
 
 
  

17 



Mark Wagner (Red Hat) 
 
I would like to nominate myself for the TSC. A brief bio: 
 
Open source Software Developer, Architect, Database Design, Performance guru, and Project Lead / 
Manager in a wide variety of applications. Primary focus has been on 'curly braces' languages (C++, C, 
Java, PHP) with lots of Object Orientated design. More recent activity has also pulled in Ruby, Rails, Go 
and Python. 
 
My main focus has traditionally been in client/server applications and relational database design using 
Oracle, Postgres and mysql on Unix and Linux. My hunger to improve the performance of the software 
designs has led me into a gig as a Performance Engineer over the last 15 years. In this role I am able to 
contribute to many programs over the course of a year instead of the more traditional one or two that a 
pure development role would allow. 
 
I have worked for very large companies as well as multiple startups. 
I have represented Red Hat at several consortia including SPEC (specVirt and specCloud) and TPC. 
 
Specialties: Performance, both by design and tuning. 
C++, MySQL, Oracle, project leadership, OO Design, UNIX, Linux, shell scripts,Distributed Ledger 
Technologies, Messaging 
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Mic Bowman (Intel) 
 
Mic Bowman is a principal engineer in Intel Labs and leads the distributed ledger research group. Mic has 
spent over 20 years working on large-scale databases and distributed systems. For example, he led the 
PlanetLab project that brought together more than 300 industry and academic institutions to develop and 
deploy a global testbed to support Internet architecture research. In addition to a Scientific American Top 
50 award, PlanetLab won awards for long-term influence from SIGCOMM and Usenix. 
  
Mic is the original architect for the Hyperledger Sawtooth and designed the Proof of Elapsed Time 
algorithm for more power-efficient Nakamoto consensus. He is currently investigating new methods for 
improving the scalability and resiliency of distributed ledgers. His deep knowledge of blockchains, 
distributed ledgers and distributed systems in general led to contributions to the architecture, white paper, 
and identity working groups in the Hyperledger project. 
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Nao Nishijima (Hitachi) 
 
Nao Nishijima is a researcher of Financial Innovation Laboratory in Hitachi America Limited. 
He has the technology background on Operating Systems, IaaS and Paas. He has contributed 
Linux, OpenStack and kubernetes since 2007. Now he is contributing Hyperledger community 
by developing Hyperledger fabric. His challenges on blockchain are to create solutions for 
various industries by utilizing the relationship with customers and partners. He also challenges 
dissemination and enlightenment of Hyperledger in user community. 
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Nathan George (Evernym) 
 
Nathan George is a Senior Software Engineer and Architect at Evernym and a maintainer for the 
Hyperledger Indy project.  He holds a degree in Computer Science from Utah State University and a 
Master of Business Administration from Brigham Young University.  Nathan is the chair of Hyperledger 
Indy’s Agent working group, championing the company's engagement in the open source community 
through Hyperledger Indy and is a contributor to distributed identity and blockchain standards at the 
Decentralized Identity Foundation, Hyperledger consortium and the W3C. 
 
Nathan has been involved in open source and writing software for open platforms since 2002.  Prior to 
joining Evernym, he served as Senior Engineer and Architect for IMAT Solutions, a company working on 
large scale search, analytics and reporting for medical data systems.  His development experience spans 
diverse systems including robotics, manufacturing management, web development, GIS mapping, file 
systems, backup management, virtualization platforms, big data analytics, directory services and 
attribute-based security systems. 
 

Why I’m running 

I would like to represent both the interests of Hyperledger Indy as well as the various working groups I’ve 
been privileged to participate in.  We have a vibrant community that has interest in many areas.  As a 
TSC member, I would seek to preserve the autonomy and authority of each project and their volunteers 
while also seeking to facilitate as much collaboration and cross-project participation as we can--building 
towards the strongest possible brand and a more cohesive, open community.  I believe in the power of 
ledgers as transformative to technology and society (public, permissionless, permissioned and private), 
and would like to support the efforts of Brian and others--building bridges in the distributed ledger and 
identity spaces, and inviting others who are doing innovative work to make our community the center of 
their open source development efforts. 
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Nikhil Chawla (Student Intern) 
 
Above all, I am huge thankful to “The Linux Foundation” to have faith in me and let me work as intern for 
the “Hyperledger Project”. I could’ve never imagined the best use of my skills rather than using it for the 
development of Blockchains.  
 
When I was selected for the Hyperledger, I barely knew about the Blockchain technology, how it runs, its 
applications, its significance and most importantly the impact of this tech on the routine of individuals. But, 
being a part of Hyperledger Community, I got to know that the project I am working on has a huge impact 
on business, transactions, hospitals and so on. It boosted me to deliver my best and associate my name 
in future. Hyperledger Internship also provided me a chance to work with various individuals from various 
organizations and solve the complex situations. 
 
Since, my 12 weeks are about to over, but that won’t stop me to contribute to Hyperledger, it has been a 
major turning point of my life and I would not let it get screwed. I am so happy that, I’ve got an opportunity 
to nominate myself to be a part of “The Steering Committee(TSC)” of Hyperledger project. As 
Hyperledger has given me a lot, aim, focus, direction, that I also want to give a return gift to Hyperledger 
by being a part of TSC 2017 and take decisions that will shine this project in all directions, from Technical 
Communities to Non-Tech Individuals. TSC will be platform where I’ll be able to share ideas for the 
betterment of Hyperledger project and create impactful decisions.  
 
If I get this opportunity, I would put my whole and sole , just like the way I did in my internship tenure. I 
hope that you consider my nomination.  
 
Have a nice day.  
 
Regards,  
Nikhil Chawla (Hyperlegder Project: Deployment of Fabric over Kubernetes using Cello) 
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Nikolay Yushkevich (Soramitsu) 
 
Nikolay Yushkevich, is a 23 years-old fresh graduate of the master of science in information technology 
program of software engineering in Innopolis, Russia. This program was based on the same materials 
used at Carnegie Mellon University, and was taught by CMU cerified lecturers. He works as a project 
manager for Soramitsu and helps to guide the development of Iroha in a multicultural and distributed team 
of open source community, tailoring an Agile approach for the needs of distributed development. His prior 
experience includes guiding projects for data visualization in Visiology, which is a Russian business 
intelligence company, finishing several projects working as an Android and web developer. Nikolay is 
attracted to fintech applications and wants to help the Hyperledger project with decisions related to quality 
assurance, requirements definitions, and risk management. He also wants to build stronger bonds 
between the Iroha platform and other Hyperledger platforms by interexchanging our knowledge and 
experience, and presenting the viewpoints of the Iroha maintainers in discussions related to process and 
strategic decisions. 
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Pardha Vishnumolakala (DTCC) 
 
Pardha Vishnumolakala is a Systems Director at The Depository Trust & Clearing Corporation (DTCC)              
responsible for a team of engineers overseeing government securities clearance and settlement,            
processing more than $1 trillion daily.  
  
Pardha also leads DTCC’s blockchain R&D initiatives related to Hyperledger, focused on leveraging             
emerging technology to drive down cost and reduce risk for the financial services industry. In the DTCC                 
blockchain lab, Pardha and his squad have developed a deep understanding of the technology,              
conducting proofs of technology and building multiple pilot applications based on Bitcoin and Ethereum              
opens source implementations. 
  
Pardha is a prominent member of the Hyperledger community sponsoring the Java chaincode and              
Hyperledger Explorer proposals on behalf of DTCC. He is a highly engaged and frequent collaborator               
with members of the community. He is currently overseeing the Hyperleger Explorer project by              
coordinating between community members actively contributing to the project. He also played a             
significant role in defining the Fabric SDK API. 
  
With more than 20 years of experience in architecting, designing and developing mission-critical             
distributed software systems in the regulated industries including financial and telecommunications,           
Pardha has deep, practical experience in building enterprise systems using C, C++, Java, and Clojure.               
Most recently, Pardha was instrumental in re-platforming the DTCC Delivery vs. Payment (DVP) system,              
a major component of the government securities platform. The project delivered improved resiliency and              
reliability, while reducing the platform’s overall cost of ownership. 
  
Pardha is a hands-on, highly technical manager, rolling up his sleeves and making personal contributions               
to the code. Pardha is committed to ensuring that Hyperledger becomes an enterprise ready platform for                
mission-critical production applications on par with the high performing and resilient real world systems              
that Pardha has developed throughout his career. 
  
Pardha resides in Tampa, Florida and received his Master of Business Administration from The University 
of Florida, in Gainesville, Florida. 
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Peter Schwarz (Bitwise IO) 
 
Peter has worked across the depth and breadth of blockchain technologies and seeks to brings that 
perspective to the TSC. 
 
In particular Peter has a unique view of the intersection points of the stack that will be critical as 
Hyperledger matures its portfolio of projects. For example, Peter designed and implemented components 
in the layer between internal blockchain storage and enterprise applications. See here: 
https://github.com/hyperledger/sawtooth-core/blob/master/validator/sawtooth_validator/state/state_delta_
processor.py 
 
Peter has been a maintainer of Hyperledger Sawtooth since its very early days. He is excited to grow his 
participation in Hyperledger to the Technical Steering Committee. 
 
Cheers,  
 
Peter 
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Prabhat Kashyap (Knoldus Software LLP) 
 
Prabhat Kashyap is a Software Consultant at Knoldus Software LLP responsible for developing 
the application in areas of cognitive science and data formats using Microservices and Big Data 
Technologies. He is the member of the Blockchain initiative group in his current organization 
where they explore the new possibilities of the blockchain. He got his masters degree in 
computer application. He is an active member of Apache CarbonData Community and 
contributed in Apache Kafka, Hyperledger Documentation and scala community. 
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Ram Jagadeesan (Cisco) 
 
Hello - I’d like to introduce myself for consideration as a Technical Steering Committee member.  
Several of you know me as the Chair of the Architecture Working Group and a Governing Board member 
of Hyperledger. I seek to foster cross-project collaboration for community building and to develop a 
unified, modular architectural framework for Hyperledger. 
I’m also an active participant of the White Paper Working Group as well as the Identity Working Group. 
I’ve been active since the founding days of Hyperledger. 
I’ve contributed to many industry-wide initiatives in open standards and open source and was 
part of the founding team of the Open Interconnect Consortium (OIC/OCF). For OIC/OCF, I served on the 
board and drove open standards and the Iotivity open source project, to foster IoT interoperability. 
  
My goal is to promote a successful and strong Hyperledger development community that works towards a 
unified framework across multiple projects. 
  
Please drop me a line! I’m always available to chat. 
  
Here’s my official bio: 
Ram Jagadeesan is a Distinguished Engineer and CTO of Blockchain in Cisco’s Chief Strategy Office. He 
has developed Internet scale distributed systems for VoIP, video, mobile and wireless networking, and 
IoT. Jagadeesan incubates disruptive technologies to shape Cisco’s strategy. A highly-regarded 
contributor to open standards and open source implementation, Jagadeesan was a founder and board 
member of Open Interconnect Foundation where he drove IoT interoperability. He has been a chair of the 
Hyperledger Architecture Working Group since its inception, where he is a proponent of modular 
architecture for blockchain. Jagadeesan has been granted over 50 patents. He holds a Master’s of 
Science in Electrical Engineering from University of California, Santa Barbara and a Bachelor’s of Science 
in Electrical and Computer Engineering from College of Engineering, Anna University in India. 
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Richard Brown (R3) 
 
Richard Brown is Chief Technology Officer for R3; his team designed and is developing the open source 
Corda platform.  
  
Richard was instrumental in the drive to position Hyperledger as the industry’s open community for 
enterprise blockchain technology – the “many chains under one umbrella” approach. He believes we 
should continue to foster an inclusive community of practitioners to facilitate sharing of ideas, code and 
insight between alternate implementations, each focused on different requirements and communities, but 
united under the Hyperledger umbrella, as we collectively discover what matters to users, identify areas of 
commonality and share reusable components.  
  
To that end, he was a sponsor of the proposal to adopt Intel’s Sawtooth Lake as the second Hyperledger 
incubator project (and its subsequent graduation) and it’s why Corda was open-sourced in a way that will 
enable its seamless contribution to the Hyperledger Project in the future. If re-elected to the committee, 
Richard will continue to argue for this umbrella vision for the project and continue to press for a clear 
focus on requirements to underpin and direct the work. 
  

● Prior to his appointment as CTO at R3, Richard was Executive Architect for Banking Innovation at 
IBM 

● Richard is a leading authority on this technology and maintains a widely-read blog on the topic – 
http://gendal.me 

● He co-authored the IBM Academy of Technology’s first paper on bitcoin and his writings have 
been cited by the Financial Times, the Bank of England and multiple influential reports. 

● His fifteen-year career at IBM encompassed a variety of architecture and consulting roles, 
specializing in the application of new technology in banking and financial markets. 

● He holds an MBA with Distinction from Warwick Business School and has first-class degree in 
Mathematics from Trinity College, Cambridge. 
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Shawn Amundson (Bitwise IO) 
 
Shawn looks to bring his Open Source experience to the TSC to help drive strong technical and 
community direction for Hyperledger as a whole. 
 
Shawn is a core architect and founding maintainer of Hyperledger Sawtooth. He draws from his past open 
source maintainer experiences in projects like GTK+ and GIMP to help grow healthy communities in 
Hyperledger. Working with the Burrow and Sawtooth maintainers, Shawn helped design the current and 
future integration between Burrow and Sawtooth to enable Ethereum contracts on Sawtooth. 
 
Shawn is one of the most prolific committers in Hyperledger. Among his many contributions are core 
subsystems like transaction management and parallel scheduling: 
http://intelledger.github.io/architecture/transactions_and_batches.html 
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Stan Liberman (CME) 
 
Stan is a Senior Director of Software Engineering in CME Technology Labs at CME Group. He has been 
leading distributed ledger and cryptocurrency technology initiatives at CME for two years. Internally, Stan 
provides technical expertise to Digitization and Ventures teams on projects involving digital assets and/or 
blockchain solutions. He also runs initiatives to educate and champion understanding of blockchain, 
cryptocurrencies, distributed ledger technology, and to promote Hyperledger projects throughout 
organization and beyond. 
 
Prior to CME Tech Labs he has spent over a decade leading match engine support team, architecting and 
developing a multitude of high performance systems at CME, as well as initiating and taking to completion 
several successful "skunkworks" projects. Stan is a leading software performance SME working with 
various groups across the company. 
 
Before coming to financial services, Stan has worked in telecom designing and developing high volume 
distributed systems solutions.  
 
In addition to serving on the initial Hyperledger TSC, Stan has been an active participant and contributor 
to the architecture, whitepaper, and identity working groups since the first days of the project, as well as 
avid advocate of the many Hyperledger projects.  
 
Stan would bring value to the project by contributing his expertise in many areas of technology, especially 
as it applies to financial services. He has experience working with end-users, to both find the right 
technology to solve a specific problem and to explain the implications of technical aspects to business 
users. This would bring a valuable perspective in support of Hyperledger’s vision of blockchain for 
business. 
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Troy Ronda (SecureKey) 
 
My name is Troy Ronda and I am Chief Scientist with SecureKey where I lead product design and 
technical strategy for our identity and authentication network platform. I strongly believe in leveraging 
distributed ledger technology to solve business and trust problems and am very enthusiastic about 
creating solutions based on Hyperleger projects and furthering discussions with the community. I have 
more than 10 years of software development and product management experience advancing initiatives 
that leveraged technologies such as blockchain, identity and data brokering, proximity (NFC), secure 
elements and mobile. I hold a M.Sc. in Computer Science from the University of Toronto. 
  
I am excited for the opportunity to further contribute to the Hyperledger community by participating in the 
TSC. I have, so far, contributed to Hyperledger via the Fabric project by suggesting features and acting as 
a maintainer for the Fabric Go SDK.  I believe my experiences in working on blockchain, brokering, 
privacy, security, and identity solutions are highly relevant to the community. 
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Vipin Bharathan (BNP Paribas) 
 
Why vote for me? 
To elect a TSC member  
who is dedicated to open source and Hyperledger and has attended more than 95% of the TSC calls and 
several hackfests  
who participates in and promotes open debates providing a balanced viewpoint even on thorny topics  
who is familiar with the use cases and projects related to a major European bank in Blockchain 
and is advising the Bank on productionising Blockchain systems 
who has Implemented crypto-solutions to protect business critical assets in the wild 
who will work as a connector between various constituencies in the blockchain world 
 
Bio: 
As a leader and member of teams in startups to major banks, Vipin Bharathan is well versed in 
the full cycle of software development, delivery, support and evolution. Vipin is the chair of the 
Identity Working Group and a member of the Architecture Working Group in the Hyperledger 
project. Vipin has given many presentations on technical and strategic aspects of the adoption 
of Blockchain. Vipin is currently a Blockchain strategist from BNP Paribas and has represented 
BNPP and participates actively in many Blockchain consortia like R3, Microsoft Industry Leaders 
and the EEA. 
 
Vipin's diverse interests include: crypto-economics, autonomous systems and embedded 
systems programming. From his experience, Vipin firmly believes that collaboration between 
technology and users yields superior solutions. 
 
Vipin’s involvement in the Open Source community dates back to the eighties with interests in 
FSF, OSI, EFF and the debates that are still ongoing about privacy, purity and pragmatism in 
the context of Copyrights and the Free/Open Source Software Movement. 
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